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Nancy V. Vicente 
 

is Assistant Professor of English at 

UPRM and Site-Director of the 

MayaWest Writing Project. She 

started her teaching career in Puerto 

Rico, where she taught ESL at all 

levels (K-16). She recently completed 

her Ph.D. in Curriculum and 

Instruction with a minor in Latino 

Studies at Penn State University. Her 

research interests include the politics 

of teaching English around the 

world, decolonizing methodologies, 

race/class/gender issues in 

education, and critical pedagogy.  
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 This research examines the complexities of the colo-

nial experience from my subject positions as a Puerto 

Rican woman, researcher and experienced non-native 

English teacher. The study illustrates how personal 

and professional experience may become research, how 

teachers may combine research practices with other 

aspects of their lives and how colonized peoples might 

research their own professional practices. My presenta-

tion aims to share a decolonizing perspective to re-

search and teaching and to discuss the possibilities this 

perspective presents for members of colonized and 

marginalized communities. Furthermore, it will ad-

dress how colonized individuals appropriate languages 

and discourses associated with power to negotiate their 

own empowerment. 
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