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University of Puerto Rico

Mayagüez Campus

Fall 2011
Ingl 3201, English Composition and Reading

1.
General Information

Course number: 
Ingl 3201 




Credit Hours: 3

Course Title: 

English Composition and Reading 





Meets: 
 
CH 221

MW 6:00-7:15 p.m.    

Professor: Judith Casey, Ed. D.

Office Hours: OF117, Thursdays 2:00 -6:30 p.m. or by appointment




Course E-mail:
 judithk.casey@upr.edu 


Blog (not interactive): http://blogs.uprm.edu/judy/ 

2.
Course Description

English Composition and Reading. Three credit hours per semester. 

This course is designed to improve students’ reading, writing, listening and speaking abilities in English using content that is based on a variety of non-fiction texts. Attention will be given to increasing grammatical accuracy in the context of academic writing and research. The purpose is for students to build on their current knowledge so they can successfully use English.

Prerequisite: Ingl 3102 or placement by examination.

3. Textbook: Clouse, Barbara Fine. A Troubleshooting Guide for Writers. Boston: McGraw-Hill, 2005 or newer edition.

Recommended: Hacker, D. A Writer’s Reference.  


Alternate Handbook: http://owl.english.purdue.edu 


A Bilingual Dictionary

4.
Course Objectives/Student Learning Objectives

By the end of the semester, students should be able to

WRITING

•
Narrow a topic.

•
Write a thesis statement.

•
Provide supporting details for all general statements in their essays.

•
Organize the content of their own writing.

•
Write introductory, body, and concluding paragraphs.

•
Demonstrate evidence of the ability to revise, edit and proofread their own work.

•
Engage in peer review.

•
Working through a series of drafts, write a well organized and effective essay on a given topic and/or in response to a text.

•
Write a persuasive essay.

•
Write a basic research paper.

•
Write in formal academic style.

•
Use MLA, APA, or other formatting system.

•
Use MLA, APA, or other system of documentation (including quotation, paraphrase, and summary methods) to avoid plagiarism.

•
Evaluate and use library and/or information technologies (e.g. data bases).

•
Apply basic English grammar within the context of their own writing.

READING

· Analyze and discuss texts.

· State an author’s intended meaning, purpose and point of view.

· Recognize the organizational structure of selected texts.

· Identify supporting evidence.

SPEAKING

•
Give an oral presentation without reading from a script.

•
In pairs or small groups, participate in an open-ended, extended dialogue, using everyday English, about familiar/self-chosen topics or situations, as supported by class discussion of topics/themes, classroom reading, vocabulary development, and so on.

FINAL EXAM

•
Write a final exam in the assigned 2-hour time period, in response to a prompt.

5.
Grading 

40% 
Formal Papers (4 papers, 10% each)

20%
Response Papers (10 papers @ 2% each) to include summary, paraphrase, and quotations, written in academic format.

5%
Poster Session

5%
Vocabulary Project

20% 
Miscellaneous classroom activities and participation
10%
Final Exam (required)
100% TOTAL    90-100 = A

80-89 = B
70-79 = C
65-69 = D
0-64 = F

This syllabus may be changed during the course of the semester in order to correct unintended errors and to respond to changes made by UPRM due to weather or other events. The professor will notify students of any changes in class and, whenever possible, with at least two-weeks’ notice.

6. Course Content

Formal Essays 40%: These papers will be written in academic format in response to class discussion and readings. You will revise each paper in a series of drafts as you develop your own individual approach to pre-writing, drafting, revising, editing, and proofreading. Visit the Writing Center in the Admissions Bldg. Room 7 at any time during your writing processes. 
Paper I: Profile of a Person: Interview a classmate about their university major area of study and future career plans and goals.
Paper 2: Opinion Paper based on DVD
Paper 3: The Inquiry Project in IMRAD format is student-designed research with background from other sources. It is based on a topic selected from completed class work or other interests. The only requirement is that students will carry out their own survey and analyze their own original research. Students may choose any topic and may work alone or in a pair or group of three. The report will present some data organized in the form of graphics. Students will report their results in Poster Sessions.
Paper 4: A personal exploration of your own specific career goals written in essay style.
Miscellaneous Class Group Work and Participation 20%: Everyone is expected to come to class prepared to participate in group discussions and other group activities. Do not use a cell phone or pager of any kind during class. Class members will do show-and-tell, improvisations, drama presentations, and will take turns bringing materials for class use. Bring your textbook to class most days (see calendar).
Homework -- Response Papers 20%: These are two-paragraph papers. The first paragraph is a short summary of a reading. The second paragraph is your response. Each paper includes a Work Cited page in MLA format and one quotation from the reading, documented in MLA format. A detailed explanation is included with the reading packet.
Class Book Project: The class will create a booklet containing one page from each person. The class will decide on their topic and each person will bring 30 copies to the last class of the semester. We will put together a booklet with your class photo on the cover.
Department Final 10%: A final paper, written in response to a prompt, is required of all Ingl3201 students. Dictionaries are allowed. Topic and format to be arranged.
7. Plagiarism: We will study the processes of proper MLA (Modern Languages Association) documentation (paraphrase, summary, quotation, works cited page) in order to avoid any appearance of plagiarism.

8. Attendance Policy and Grading
· Being absent or coming in late will affect your grade, as attendance at RUM courses is mandatory. Attendance will be taken daily; being late or leaving early will count as ½ absence. If you are absent for any reason whatsoever, you will be marked absent. A medical excuse allows you to make up missed class work; you will still be marked absent. Please be sure you understand this policy. The only excused absences in this course are for properly documented RUM-related required activities that you may be involved in. 

· Subtract 2 points for each absence after the first one.

· If you are absent, any missed class work can only be made up with a medical excuse. You will be responsible for knowing what the assignment is and bringing it to the next class. Use the “buddy system” – know the phone number or e-mail of some people in the class so you can help each other. 
· Late papers will lose points. You must complete all major papers to receive a grade in the course. If you do not write all four major papers and the final exam, you cannot get a grade. It is extremely rare to get an incomplete; the final grade is F.

· No late RPs (homework) will be accepted except under arranged circumstances.

· People who are not enrolled in the course may not be present during class session.

· The calendar may change.

9. Disabilities: All the reasonable accommodations according to the Americans with Disability Act (ADA) Law will be coordinated with the Dean of Students and in accordance with the particular needs of the student.

